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Irag. He also referred to Title I of the Improving
America’s Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law No.
103-382), which amended Title | of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (Public
Law No. 89-10).

Remarks to the Troops at a
Thanksgiving Dinner in Baghdad,
Iraq

November 27, 2003

Thank you. | was just looking for a warm
meal somewhere. [Laughter] Thanks for in-
viting me to dinner. General Sanchez, thank
you, sir, for your kind invitation and your
strong leadership. Ambassador Bremer,
thank you for your steadfast belief in freedom
and peace. | want to thank the members of
the Governing Council who are here, pleased
you are joining us for one of our Nation’s
great holidays. It's a chance to give thanks
to the Almighty for the many blessings we
receive.

I'm particularly proud to be with the 1st
Armored Division, the 2d ACR, and the 82d
Airborne. | can't think of a finer group of
folks to have Thanksgiving dinner with than
you all. We're proud of you. Today Ameri-
cans are gathering with their loved ones to
give thanks for the many blessings in our
lives, and this year we are especially thankful
for the courage and the sacrifice of those who
defend us, the men and women of the United
States military.

I bring a message on behalf of America:
We thank you for your service; we're proud
of you; and America stands solidly behind
you. Together, you and I have taken an oath
to defend our country. You're honoring that
oath. The United States military is doing a
fantastic job. You are defeating the terrorists
here in Iraq so that we don’t have to face
them in our own country. You're defeating
Saddam’s henchmen so that the people of
Iraq can live in peace and freedom.

By helping the Iraqi people become free,
you're helping change a troubled and violent
part of the world. By helping to build a
peaceful and democratic country in the heart
of the Middle East, you are defending the
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American people from danger, and we are
grateful.

You're engaged in a difficult mission.
Those who attack our coalition forces and Kill
innocent Iragis are testing our will. They
hope we will run. We did not charge hun-
dreds of miles into the heart of lIraqg, pay a
bitter cost in casualties, defeat a brutal dic-
tator, and liberate 25 million people only to
retreat before a band of thugs and assassins.

We will prevail. We will win because our
cause is just. We will win because we will
stay on the offensive. And we will win be-
cause you're part of the finest military ever
assembled. And we will prevail because the
Iragis want their freedom.

Every day, you see firsthand the commit-
ment and sacrifice that the Iraqgi people are
making to secure their own freedom. | have
a message for the Iragi people: You have an
opportunity to seize the moment and rebuild
your great country based on human dignity
and freedom. The regime of Saddam Hus-
sein is gone forever. The United States and
our coalition will help you, help you build
a peaceful country so that your children can
have a bright future. We’ll help you find and
bring to justice the people who terrorized
you for years and are still killing innocent
Iragis. We will stay until the job is done. I'm
confident we will succeed, because you, the
Iraqgi people, will show the world that you're
not only courageous but that you can govern
yourself wisely and justly.

On this Thanksgiving, our Nation remem-
bers the men and women of our military,
your friends and comrades who paid the ulti-
mate price for our security and freedom. We
ask for God’s blessings on their families, their
loved ones, and their friends, and we pray
for your safety and your strength as you con-
tinue to defend America and to spread free-
dom.

Each one of you has answered a great call,
participating in an historic moment in world
history. You live by a code of honor: service
to your Nation for the safety and the security
of your fellow citizens. Our military is full
of the finest people on the face of the Earth.
I'm proud to be your Commander in Chief.
| bring greetings from America.

May God bless you all.
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NoTE: The President spoke at approximately 6
p.m. at Baghdad International Airport. In his re-
marks, he referred to Lt. Gen. Ricardo S. Sanchez,
USA, commander, Coalition Joint Task Force
Seven; L. Paul Bremer Ill, Presidential Envoy to
Irag; and former President Saddam Hussein of
Irag. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Aboard Air Force One
November 27, 2003

President’s Visit to Iraq

The President. | thank you for honoring
the confidentiality necessary to pull this off.
I made the decision to go because | wanted
our troops not only that were there to have
dinner but the troops in harm’s way to know
that their Commander in Chief and, more
importantly, their country support. And I
thought the best way to do that would be
to spend time with them on Thanksgiving to
thank them and to send a message—you
know, the message | sent, which is we appre-
ciate their sacrifices.

You know, Thanksgiving has got to be hard
for young troops, to know that their families
are gathered, having dinner, a turkey feast
and everything. That's got to be a lonely mo-
ment for them. And | felt like at this point
that it would be—hopefully, it would help
them to see their President. And | recognize
that | didn’'t see every troop in harm’s way
scattered throughout the region, but the
word will get out, thanks to you all.

The idea first came up in mid-October.
Andy said, “Would you be interested in going
to Baghdad?” And | said, “Yes, | would, ex-
cept | don't want to go if it puts anybody
in harm’s way. It's very essential that I fully
understand all aspects of the trip, starting
with whether or not we could get in/out safe-
ly, whether or not my presence there would
in any way cause the enemy to react and
therefore jeopardize somebody else’s life.”

I felt it was important to send a message
that we care for them and we support them
strongly and that we erase any doubt in their
minds as to whether or not the people stand
with them. You know, | understood the con-
sequences and risks. And over time, | was
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assured by the planners and, as importantly,
our military people and the pilot here of this
airplane that the risk could be minimized if
we were able to keep the trip quiet. 1 was
fully prepared to turn this plane around.

I thought a crucial moment yesterday was
when | saw you all. That's why | said, you
know, no phones. A crucial moment in this
trip, frankly, was in between changing planes,
and | wasn't sure whether or not—and the
circle is pretty tight—I wasn’t sure whether
or not people would be able to tell their loved
ones, “l can't see you on Thanksgiving, and
I can’t tell you why.” So | was worried about
that, but | was fully prepared to turn this
baby around and come home.

And 3 hours out, | checked with our Secret
Service, who checked with people on the
ground. They assured me that it was still a
tight hold on the information and that the
conditions on the ground were as positive as
could possibly be. I even went up to the cock-
pit and watched Tillman bring it in—which,
had the security been broken, there would
have been the time that we would have been
most vulnerable. However, the plane—that’s
why Colonel Tillman’s judgment was so im-
portant to this—this plane is protected; it's
protected against the kinds of things that
could be used against it. It also—we obvi-
ously flew in in the dark; precautions were
taken.

At any rate, it was an emotional moment
to walk in that room. The energy level was
beyond belief. I mean, I've been in front of
some excited crowds before, but this was—
the place truly erupted, and | could see the,
first, look of amazement and then look of ap-
preciation on the kids' faces. Working the
crowd, a soldier said to me, “I'm so glad you
came. Thanks for coming. It's important for
us to know that the people of America sup-
port us, and the fact that the President would
come confirms that in this soldier’s mind.”
And | think it confirmed in a lot of soldiers’
minds.

Anyway, I'd be glad to answer any ques-
tions.

Q. How'd you slip out of Crawford?

The President. “How'd | get out of
Crawford,” was the question. The agents, the
Secret Service—well, first of all, 1 didn’t slip



